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California AB 1953 Q & A

In an effort to assist with the implications California AB1953 will have on your business, we are offering the information below to help you make a smooth transition to purchasing and distributing compliant Dahl Mini-Ball™ valve product. We understand there are some areas in the bill that will eventually need further clarification. 
1. Is there a policy, or game plan, already in place to deal with AB1953?

Dahl has been developing a game plan since 2007 to deliver compliant products by the fall of 2009.  Dahl’s policy is to supply AB1953 compliant product that upholds the high standards of quality, innovation and service to which Dahl customers have become accustomed.   

2. Which of your products are affected by this bill?

All Dahl Mini-Ball™ valve products intended for applications to supply water for drinking or cooking will be affected. Dahl’s pipe hanging products such as All-Round™ strapping, U-clips, and Tube Clamps are unaffected. 

3. Will you offer AB1953 compliant material?

We will offer our full line of Mini-Ball™ valve products in compliance with AB1953.

4. Will you have both non compliant and compliant products?  

All potable water products offered for sale in California will be AB 1953 compliant.  Products that are cited as exceptions to AB1953, as well as hydronic heating products, may not be manufactured from a lead-free alloy. Similarly, Dahl will offer non-AB1953 products in states where this legislation is not in effect.  It will be up to the distributors and end users to select and determine the appropriate application for the products, especially in the event that goods are brought in from distributors outside of the state of California. This could include but may not be limited to Distribution Centers, catalog sales, on-line sales and master distributors. Dahl recommends that only compliant product be stocked in California.

5. Can you provide us with a list of affected products and a cross reference?

This will be available in summer 2009.
6. Can we get a list of current compliant product listing, pricing and UPC numbers?

This will be available in summer 2009.
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7. How will you attain compliancy? 

Dahl is utilizing a proven alloy to attain compliancy. This alloy does not utilize other heavy metals such as Bismuth as a replacement for Lead. All product designs will remain the same.

8. What will be the additional cost?

The additional cost varies by product; however, it would be realistic to expect a marginal cost increase of 20-30%.  Specific pricing by SKU will be available in summer 2009. 

9. Have any of your compliant products been tested and certified?

Dahl products have always been tested to be in compliance with NSF/ANSI 61 Section 9.  In order to be compliant with AB1953 Dahl has had its products certified to the additional criteria of NSF/ANSI 61 Annex G.  Mechanically, Dahl Mini-Ball™ valves are tested and certified by CSA and IAPMO.

10. How is your compliant product identified?

Dahl products and their packaging will be clearly marked. Compliant products will be marked dahl-Eco.

11. When will you have compliant product available to order?

Dahl will begin shipping orders effective October 1, 2009 for compliant products.  

12. What is your company’s interpretation of “enter into commerce?”

Dahl’s interpretation of “introduce into commerce” is “offer for sale” or “causing to bring into the environment”.  Dahl will produce catalogs and/or price lists specific to the California market that will only offer compliant product for the affected applications as outlined by AB1953. As well, affected products will have packaging and product markings to indicate compliance.  

13. Will you ship non-compliant product into California after 12/31/09? 

Dahl will continue to offer product for uses where the water is not intended for human consumption through drinking or cooking, such as hydronic heating and exceptions as noted in AB1953. Such products include Mini-Ball™ valves with Hose connections, and Mini-Ball™ valves for radiant heating systems.

14. Will you allow us to return non-compliant product, and up to what date?

Yes, Dahl will accept returns of non-compliant product until March 31, 2010.  Please contact Dahl Customer Service directly to obtain a Return Goods Authorization (RGA) number. 

15. Will you provide training on compliant product?

Installation requirements for compliant Dahl products will be no different than those for existing products.   

16. Do you have any available signage that we can share with our customers?

Yes, Dahl will be providing signage and literature to customers. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact us at 
sales@dahlvalve.com  and we will be happy to assist you.
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